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ARE MEN REALLY WORTH 

THEIR 4p FROM WELSH 

GOVERNMENT? 

Welsh Government today responded to a Freedom of Information request 

confirming that groups largely or exclusively supporting men’s issues receive 

just 4p for every man in Wales. In contrast organisations that support women’s 

issues receive £3.16 for every woman in Wales. It appears that the Welsh 

Government’s priorities show that advancing the position of women is more 

than 77 times more important than tackling issues facing men. The detail 

shows funding for Welsh Women’s Aid of £347,000, £187,000 for the North 

Wales Women’s Centre and more than £4 million to Chwarae Teg across a 

number of initiatives. 

Paul Apreda, National Manager for parenting support charity FNF Both Parents 

Matter Cymru – who made the FOI request said 

‘We warmly applaud the Welsh Government’s funding of important 

services that support women who face a number of disadvantages in 

society. Many of the organisations that receive funding such as Women’s 

Equality Network, BAWSO and others do tremendous work to tackle 

inequalities faced by women. However, the only funding received by 

organisations primarily or exclusively supporting men’s issues was Safer 

Wales for the Dyn Project supporting male victims of Domestic Violence. 

We are currently unable to signpost the hundreds of men who come to 

our charity as victims of abuse to the Dyn Project because Safer Wales 

uses a ‘screening’ assessment with men to determine whether they feel 

they are ‘genuine’ victims. We understand that Safer Wales doesn’t 

adopt a similar approach with women who access its other services’.  

The Welsh Government has just announced a new funding programme – the 

Equalities & Inclusion Grant - to support a representative body for Gender 

issues to act as a guardian of equality and fairness. However, the grant of 

£120,000 a year will ask organisations to ensure that women’s equality issues 



are advanced across a wide range of areas – including organising at least four 

events to mark International Women’s Day in March but none to promote 

International Men’s Day (IMD) in November.  

The subject of IMD 2016 will be ‘Talk about Male Suicide’. In Wales the 

shocking statistics show that more than ¾ of people who kill themselves are 

men, yet there is no gender specific funding to tackle this problem. In addition 

just 3% of staff working with children in Early Years are men and less than 1 in 

6 social workers are men. ONS figures show that 1 person in 3 who is a victim 

of domestic abuse is a man and even South Wales Police are now seeing 

almost 1 in 4 victims of abuse reporting to them being male – an increase of 

over 40% in the past 4 years. In terms of parenting support services such as 

Families First and Flying Start funded by the taxpayer through Welsh 

Government we have no official statistics on the numbers of fathers reached 

because asking services to record the gender of parents was described by the 

First Minister in a letter to FNF Both Parents Matter Cymru as a 

‘disproportionate administrative burden’. 

It would appear that as far as the Welsh Government is concerned everyone is 

equal but some may be more equal than others. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

FNF Both Parents Matter is a Wales based registered charity that supports parents and grandparents 

irrespective of gender who face child contact problems. 

The charity is a member of the independent advice providers network Advice UK and its work has 

been recognised by the Department for Work & Pensions with the mark for Help & Support for 

Separated Families. 
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