
Kids Company – some thoughts from ‘Silver Surfer’ 

The demise of Kids Company is not really the news story. Maybe there were issues in the 

way it was managed. They had around 650 staff, each on average mentoring 24 people, 

that’s around 16,000 in the London, Liverpool, and Bristol areas. Maybe when a charity 

deals with this this level of problems, there’s always space for mismanagement. This is an 

issue that’s very hard to prevent. It doesn’t help that we have a justice system that doesn’t 

take this issue seriously. For example Bernardos had been warning for several years about 

two girls at danger of being abused, yet the authorities did nothing. They were abused by 

more than 60 men when they were under the age of 16. 

The real story is why we have so many children who need this intensive mentoring, why a 

PM appeared to overrule the normal rules to give the charity £3M, just so that it made 

himself and his party look good. I don’t think we would see the PM doing the same for Real 

Fathers for Justice or even Fathers4Justice, but maybe that would be a better spend of 

taxpayers’ money. Just Imagine the outcry if this were to happen. 

There’s an unanswered question that the media are ignoring, they seem (including the BBC) 

too focused on the charity and the PM’s involvement. The real question is, why was there a 

need for the charity in the first place? I wonder what the analysis of the family backgrounds 

of these children would show. Maybe broken homes, intentionally single parents (almost 

invariably mothers), single parents deserted by a partner? We’re not party to these figures. 

Maybe we should be.  

My theory is that Kids Company were overwhelmed by the size of the task facing them, and 

though many good people tried to do good things, and focused on helping these vulnerable 

children rather that considering the financial aspect of the charity, it was not a business in a 

profit sense. This is where the PM, MPs, and citizens have a problem understanding the root 

cause of why this type of charity is needed in the first place. Most of the vulnerable children 

(not all) will have directly resulted from family breakdowns.  

Those in RFFJ/F4J understand only too well the consequences of family breakdowns, and 

parents not understanding their roles in bringing up children. Yet the PM, MPs, and citizens 

have ignored this issue for far too long. Children are not accessories to be fought over, 

ignored, or abused. They are human beings who should be treated with love, respect, and 

discipline, and protected from potential abusers. 

At RFFJ/F4J we put children first. Full stop. It’s a shame the state doesn’t. 

So, David Cameron, when are you going to start putting children first, just like RFFJ/F4J? 

<The Silver Surfer> 

http://realfathersforjustice.org/
http://realfathersforjustice.org/
http://www.fathers-4-justice.org/

