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A Ministry of Justice response to a J4MB FoI request concerning the prison sentencing gender gap 
 
The full document mailed on 15.6.15 to Michael Gove MP, Justice Secretary, is attached. It includes links 
to two important articles by William Collins, this is an extract from one of them: 
 

Men are subject to massive gender discrimination in the criminal justice system. If male 
offenders were treated in the same way as female offenders there would be only one-sixth of 
the number of men in prison. About 68,000 men would not be in prison if they were female, 
leaving a male prison population of only 13,000. 

 
It is customary for public bodies to include the exact text of FoI requests in their responses. Since the MoJ 
failed to do that in this case, here is our request: 
 

- What is the estimate by the Ministry of Justice of the size of the justice gender gap, as measured 
by gender differentials for individual categories of crime, with respect to (a) the likelihood of being 
awarded custodial sentences following convictions, and (b) durations of prison sentences? 

- What, if anything, is the Ministry of Justice doing to reduce and ultimately eliminate the justice 
gender gap?   

 
It will soon become clear to you why the MoJ didn’t include these questions in their response. They didn’t 
address them, preferring instead to answer questions we hadn’t asked – much as the Crown Prosecution 
Service did recently in regard to our FoI request on the legal basis for MGM. 
 
We received the MoJ response on 17.7.15, in the body of an email. Our two requests for the response to 
be put onto an official letterhead have been ignored. The content of their email, along with our comments, 
highlighted in yellow: 
 
 
Mike Buchanan 
Justice for men and boys 
Kemp House 
152 City Road 
London EC1V 2NX 
 
Our ref: TO15/2591 
 
Dear Mr Buchanan, 
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Thank you for your letter of 15 June 2015 in which you raise the issue of gender and sentencing.   I am 
sorry for the delay in responding. 
 
Sentencing is entirely a matter for the independent judiciary and the courts, who will take into account 
the full circumstances of the offence, as well as of the offender in determining the sentence. Let’s try a 
gender switch. If 95% of the prison population were female, and it was shown that five out of six female 
prisoners wouldn’t be in prison if women were sentenced as leniently as men, the Ministry of Justice 
would take no interest in the matter? Righto. A pre-sentence report will provide detailed advice to the 
court and address the implications of a particular sentence for the offender, such as the impact in relation 
to caring responsibilities. In plain English, having ‘caring responsibilities’ is a ‘Get out of jail free card’, 
which will be used by female criminals far more than male ones. 
 
We believe that the criminal justice system must be properly responsive to the needs of individuals in 
order to help them turn their lives around and stop reoffending. This includes taking into account the 
gender-specific needs of female offenders. Few, if any, are gender-specific. And even if there were, would 
it not be deemed necessary to take into account the gender-specific needs of male prisoners? The Ministry 
of Justice (MoJ) Surveying Prisoner Crime Reduction (SPCR) reports revealed the following: 
 
Male and female prisoners present with a number of complex issues, but there are some important 
differences: 
 

- female offenders are twice as likely as male prisoners to suffer from anxiety and depression; 
 
They’re twice as likely to report themselves as suffering from anxiety and depression, because their life 
experiences – unlike the life experiences of men – have shown them that men and women will care and 
listen. Men frequently resort to alcohol (or other drugs) when facing similar levels of anxiety and 
depression. 
 
The male:female suicide ratio in 2013 was 3.5:1, having more than doubled in the preceding 30 years. The 
recent Harris report showed that of the 87 young people (15-24) who committed suicides in custody 
between 2004-13, 85 were men. How can twice as many women as men reporting that they suffer from 
anxiety and depression be deemed of more importance than these facts? It can’t.  
 

- female offenders are more likely to use Class A drugs in the four week before custody; 
 
Of what earthly relevance is this (if true)? If anything, it shouldn’t be a mitigating factor, but a factor 
leading to a higher likelihood of a custodial sentence and/or a longer sentence. 
 

- female offenders are more likely to report experience of abuse in childhood; 
 
‘More likely to report’. Males are less likely than females to report being abused by the opposite sex, and 
the criminal justice system takes almost no interest in female sex offenders. This is a matter we covered 
at length in our 2015 election manifesto, pp. 31-37.   
 

- female prisoners who self-harm, do so more often than male prisoners (although acts of self-harm 
by men are more severe); and 

 

https://j4mb.wordpress.com/2015/07/02/the-harris-review-on-suicides-of-15-24-year-old-people-in-custody/
https://j4mb.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/141228-v7-general-election-manifesto.pdf
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What’s the point here? Because more women than men self-harm, there should be a greater reluctance 
to send women to prison? And self-harming trumps the risk of suicide?  
 

- of prisoners with children, a higher proportion of female prisoners had dependent children under 
the age of 18 living with them when they entered custody (around 60% of female prisoners 
compared to around 45% of male prisoners). 

 
So what? Did these people forget they had children when they committed crimes serious enough to risk 
a custodial sentence? 
 
Our sentencing framework is gender neutral – the same criminal offences, maximum penalties, and 
principles of sentencing apply to every case irrespective of the offender’s gender. Any differences in the 
type and severity of sentence given to men and women may be attributable to a wide range of factors, 
such as the type and gravity of offence committed, and the individual’s previous offending history. 
 
‘Any differences… may be attributable to a wide range of factors…’. Agreed, but William Collins addresses 
these factors in his article and still concludes that five in six men in British prisons wouldn’t be there if 
men were treated as leniently as women by the courts. The MoJ is flatly refusing to even consider the 
possibility of a profound anti-male gender bias in the judicial system with respect to prison sentencing.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
<Name redacted by J4MB> 
 
Sentencing Policy Unit 
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Rt Hon Michael Gove MP 

Secretary of State for Justice 

Ministry of Justice 

102 Petty France 

London SW1H 9AJ 

 

 

15 June 2015 

 

 

Dear Mr Gove, 

 

The scandalous justice gender gap – if men were treated as leniently as women by the criminal 

justice system, five out of six men currently in British prisons wouldn’t be there. 

This letter and its attachments have been published on our website. 

 

I lead the only multi-issue political party in the English-speaking world campaigning for the human rights of 

men and boys. Our 80-page-long general election manifesto1 details 20 areas where the human rights of men 

and/or boys (including the unborn) are assaulted by the actions and inactions of the state, along with three 

areas where the human rights of girls (including the unborn) are assaulted. One of the areas is treatment by the 

criminal justice system (pp.49-51, a hard copy is attached). There isn’t a single area in which the human rights 

of women and/or girls specifically are assaulted by the state. Not one. 

 

Last October we sent a 154-page-long report to the Home Office in connection with a sham of a consultation 

exercise on extending the law on domestic violence.2 It outlined how the anti-male bias of the government and 

numerous public bodies resulted in assaults on the human rights of men, one manifestation being the 

scandalous lack of state support available to male victims of domestic violence. Six pages (pp. 80-85) related to 

the anti-male bias of the judiciary. 

 

                                                           
1 http://tinyurl.com/pusyfmt 
2 http://tinyurl.com/py2mtsj 
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We turn to the specific issue of prison sentencing, a subject about which William Collins,3 an important British 

blogger on gender issues, has published two pieces – ‘UK Prisoners – The Genders Compared’,4 and ‘The 

Corston Report – A Case Study in Gynocentrism’.5 Copies are attached. 

 

In the first of the pieces, Collins reports his well-researched conclusion: 

 

Men are subject to massive gender discrimination in the criminal justice system. If male offenders 

were treated in the same way as female offenders there would be only one-sixth of the number of 

men in prison. About 68,000 men would not be in prison if they were female, leaving a male prison 

population of only 13,000. 

 

Philip Davies, one of your colleagues, made a remarkable contribution to a debate in 2012, detailing the justice 

system’s differential treatment of male and female criminals.6 We presented him with our ‘Winston’ award in 

recognition of his achievement. 

 

I have the following questions for you, please consider this a FOI request: 

 

- What is the estimate by the Ministry of Justice of the size of the justice gender gap, as measured by 

gender differentials for individual categories of crime, with respect to (a) the likelihood of being 

awarded custodial sentences following convictions, and (b) durations of prison sentences? 

- What, if anything, is the Ministry of Justice doing to reduce and ultimately eliminate the justice gender 

gap?   

 

I look forward to hearing from you in due course.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Buchanan 

PARTY LEADER 

 

  

                                                           
3 http://mra-uk.co.uk 
4 http://mra-uk.co.uk/?p=215 
5 http://mra-uk.co.uk/?p=226 
6 https://fightingfeminism.wordpress.com/2012/10/20/rt-hon-philip-davies-mp-is-awarded-a-winston/ 
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THE CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM 
 
BACKGROUND 

The justice system in general is institutionally biased against men, and is the direct cause of a scandalous ‘gender 

justice gap’. In an earlier section of this manifesto we cited our 150+ page submission to a Home Office 

consultation, which outlined in detail the anti-male gender bias of prominent politicians and public bodies with 

respect to domestic violence.7 This bias leads directly to virtually no support being available for male victims 

of domestic violence, nor treatment for female perpetrators. 

 

Women are held barely more accountable than children by the justice system, which prompted us to write a 

blog piece, ‘Why are women above the law?’8 Excuses are made for women’s criminal behaviour, incarceration 

is rare even for serious crimes, and conditions in women’s prisons are markedly less unpleasant than in men’s 

prisons. The emphasis for female prisoners is on rehabilitation, while the emphasis for male prisoners is on 

punishment.  

 

In 2007 Baroness Corston, a Labour peer, published the now infamous Corston Report. It revealed a grotesque 

expectation of special treatment for female criminals. William Collins’s article, ‘The Corston Report – A Case 

Study in Gynocentrism’, is well worth reading.9 From the start of the article: 

 

The thrust of the report’s recommendations are for a more understanding, caring, compassionate treatment 
of female offenders. I could be persuaded that many of the report’s recommendations are good ideas. I tend 
to think that there must be something more constructive that could be done with offenders than simply have 
them sit in prison, bored to death, doing nothing for months or years. But I have one little problem with the 
report. This caring, compassionate and understanding approach is for women only. Of course, the report was 
commissioned to be about women only – but that only begs the question ‘why?’. Why have a particular concern 
for just 5% of the prison population and not the other 95%, based solely on sex? 
 
It is clear from the report itself that the furthest thing from the good Baroness’s mind is to apply a similar 
approach to male offenders. As a result I am tempted to say that this vile document is the most gynocentric 
thing I have ever seen coming out of a formal governmental source – but unfortunately the competition in 
that respect is very strong. 

 

From time to time J4MB reports on a few of the many cases where the leniency shown by judges and magistrates 

towards women amounts to miscarriages of justice. A small selection: 

 

- A woman, 44, escaped a custodial sentence after being convicted of sexually assaulting a 14-year-old 
boy.10 One of many such cases. 

 
- A policewoman, 48, convicted of fraud and sentenced to a 30-month custodial sentence, was released 

after four months.11 
 

                                                           
7 https://j4mb.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/141026-submission-to-home-office-improved-layout.pdf  
8 http://j4mb.wordpress.com/why-are-women-above-the-law/  
9 http://mra-uk.co.uk/?p=226  
10 http://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/08/01/44yo-woman-sexually-assaults-14yo-boy-escapes-a-jail-sentence/ 
11 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2772232/Police-fraudster-described-disgrace-uniform-released-prison-serving-just-four-
months-two-half-year-sentence.html 

https://j4mb.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/141026-submission-to-home-office-improved-layout.pdf
http://j4mb.wordpress.com/why-are-women-above-the-law/
http://mra-uk.co.uk/?p=226
http://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/08/01/44yo-woman-sexually-assaults-14yo-boy-escapes-a-jail-sentence/
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2772232/Police-fraudster-described-disgrace-uniform-released-prison-serving-just-four-months-two-half-year-sentence.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2772232/Police-fraudster-described-disgrace-uniform-released-prison-serving-just-four-months-two-half-year-sentence.html
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- A pregnant woman, 18, was given a council flat near Hyde Park. Despite having had a miscarriage, she 
was still living there 11 years later, and from time to time rented out her flat to tourists. She earned at 
least £24,000 through this crime, and avoided a custodial sentence by repaying £10,000.12 

 
- A barmaid, 21, stole £3,000 from her employer, used the money to clear credit card debts and buy 

cannabis, and was ordered to pay back £500 over two years.13 
 

- A wife, 56, along with a female accomplice, buried her 60-year-old husband’s body in the garden of 
their home. It was discovered five years later, by which time she’d fraudulently claimed £77,000 in 
benefits in his name. The pathologist who conducted the post-mortem said it was impossible to 
ascertain a cause of death, and the man could only be identified by his dental records. The coroner 
recorded a verdict of death by natural causes. The wife and her female accomplice served custodial 
sentences of 20 months.14 

 

The Crown Prosecution Service, the body charged with making decisions on charging people with criminal 

offences, is a deeply anti-male institution. Its determined focus on male sex offenders rather than female sex 

offenders has been evident for years, and is particularly strong under the current Director of Prosecutions, 

Alison Saunders.15 A few indicators: 

 

- Given the frequency with which women are known to commit sexual offences – see the section on 

‘Sexual Abuse’ in this manifesto – we would expect the ratio of men to women charged with 

committing sex offences to be a little under 3:1. In 2013 the ratio was 146:1. 

- The reasons why false rape allegations are common are well understood16 but the CPS cynically claims 

that the low number of women facing criminal charges is an indicator of the frequency of the crime. 

This is patently absurd. Of the cases brought by the police to the attention of the CPS for charging 

decisions in a six-month period in 2012, the CPS decided to prosecute in only 29% of cases.17 

 

The prison population in the UK is around 84,000. Over 80,000 of these are men. William Collins published a 

detailed article, ‘UK prisoners: the genders compared’.18 It ends with the following conclusion: 

 

Men are subject to massive gender discrimination in the criminal justice system. If male offenders were treated 
in the same way as female offenders, there would be only one-sixth of the number of men in prison. About 
68,000 men would not be in prison if they were female, leaving a male prison population of only 13,000. 

 

Philip Davies, a Conservative MP, made a remarkable contribution to a debate in 2012, detailing the justice 

system’s differential treatment of male and female criminals.19  

 

                                                           
12 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2428274/Hyde-Park-benefits-cheat-raked-24-000-renting-council-flat.html 
13 http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2627953/Caught-CCTV-Barmaid-helped-3-000-till-spent-clearing-credit-card-buying-
cannabis-ordered-pay-just-500.html   
14 http://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/06/12/dead-husband-secretly-buried-under-a-rockery-by-his-wife-while-she-claimed-77000-of-
benefits-in-his-name-died-from-natural-causes/ 
15 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1ci5rF_l1I  
16 http://www.avoiceformen.com/sexual-politics/ten-reasons-false-rape-accusations-are-common/  
17 http://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/09/05/why-does-the-cps-prosecute-only-29-of-the-women-who-the-police-believe-have-made-
false-rape-allegations/  
18 http://mra-uk.co.uk/?p=215  
19 https://fightingfeminism.wordpress.com/2012/10/20/rt-hon-philip-davies-mp-is-awarded-a-winston/  

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2428274/Hyde-Park-benefits-cheat-raked-24-000-renting-council-flat.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2627953/Caught-CCTV-Barmaid-helped-3-000-till-spent-clearing-credit-card-buying-cannabis-ordered-pay-just-500.html
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-2627953/Caught-CCTV-Barmaid-helped-3-000-till-spent-clearing-credit-card-buying-cannabis-ordered-pay-just-500.html
http://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/06/12/dead-husband-secretly-buried-under-a-rockery-by-his-wife-while-she-claimed-77000-of-benefits-in-his-name-died-from-natural-causes/
http://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/06/12/dead-husband-secretly-buried-under-a-rockery-by-his-wife-while-she-claimed-77000-of-benefits-in-his-name-died-from-natural-causes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1ci5rF_l1I
http://www.avoiceformen.com/sexual-politics/ten-reasons-false-rape-accusations-are-common/
http://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/09/05/why-does-the-cps-prosecute-only-29-of-the-women-who-the-police-believe-have-made-false-rape-allegations/
http://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/09/05/why-does-the-cps-prosecute-only-29-of-the-women-who-the-police-believe-have-made-false-rape-allegations/
http://mra-uk.co.uk/?p=215
https://fightingfeminism.wordpress.com/2012/10/20/rt-hon-philip-davies-mp-is-awarded-a-winston/
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For men, prison patently isn’t working as a deterrent. Conditions in many men’s prisons are brutal. It’s been 

estimated that 72% of prisoners have at least two mental health issues, and prison has been described as ‘long-

term warehousing of the mentally ill’.20   

 

Most prisoners have mental health issues – as well as drug dependency, illiteracy, and innumeracy – and 

prisoners’ time could be used to address these issues, but it isn’t. The coalition has cut spending on rehabilitation 

programmes. 

 

As testament to the ineffectiveness of prison, we need only look at re-offending rates. Of the male prisoners 

released from prison in 2003, almost a third returned to prison within a year, almost half within three years, and 

59% within 10 years.21 

 

Ally Fogg wrote a blog piece in September 2014 titled, ‘Chris Grayling can ignore prison rape, hundreds of 

victims have no such luxury’. He claimed the increasing rate of sexual assaults against men, and the declining 

rate against women, were the natural consequences of a prison system which is increasingly brutal towards men 

and increasingly compassionate towards women.22 

 

PROPOSALS 

1. In an age of equality, it is iniquitous that the justice system treats men far more harshly than women. The 

government should hold a public inquiry into the matter, with a view to ensuring that the justice system 

becomes gender-blind.  

 

2. Men and women convicted of the same crimes should be equally likely to face incarceration, and serve the 

same sentences. 

  

3. The government needs to go beyond warehousing male criminals, and to invest a great deal more on 

rehabilitation. It should hold a public inquiry to explore why other countries have far lower re-offending 

rates than the UK, with a view to following their examples.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
20 http://tinyurl.com/pr4cqma  
21 https://j4mb.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/140915-moj-foi-rsponse-re-recidivism.pdf  
22 https://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/09/15/ally-fogg-chris-grayling-can-ignore-prison-rape-hundreds-of-victims-have-no-such-
luxury/  

https://j4mb.files.wordpress.com/2014/11/140915-moj-foi-rsponse-re-recidivism.pdf
https://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/09/15/ally-fogg-chris-grayling-can-ignore-prison-rape-hundreds-of-victims-have-no-such-luxury/
https://j4mb.wordpress.com/2014/09/15/ally-fogg-chris-grayling-can-ignore-prison-rape-hundreds-of-victims-have-no-such-luxury/

