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Mr M Buchanan  
PO Box 2220 
Bath 
BA1 1AA 
 
mb1957@hotmail.co.uk  
 
 
26 September 2014 
 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 Request  
 
Our Reference: 4857 
 
Dear Mr Buchanan, 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received by the Crown Prosecution 
Service (CPS) on 30 August 2014. 
 
The FOI Act gives you the right to know whether we hold the information you want and to have 
it communicated to you, subject to any exemptions which may apply. It is a public disclosure 
regime, not a private regime. This means that any information disclosed under the Act by 
definition becomes available to the wider public. 
 
For ease of reference I have set out your request in italics with our response below: 
 
For the latest 12-month period for which data are available, could you please supply data (by 
class of crime, and within classes, by gender) outlining the number of cases brought to you by 
the police for a decision on whether or not to press criminal charges, the number in which you 
decided to press charges, and the number which resulted in a 'guilty' verdict. Thank you. 
 
Please see the attached spreadsheet and accompanying caveats showing two tables of data, 
both for the financial year 2013-14.  
 
The first table shows the number of total pre-charge decisions made by the CPS 
disaggregated by gender (where gender has been recorded) and by decisions to proceed to 
prosecution/charge.  
 
The second table shows the number of CPS charged prosecutions (not including prosecutions 
where the decision to charge is made by the police) disaggregated to show the principal 
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offence category, the gender (where gender has been recorded) and whether the prosecution 
resulted in a conviction/guilty verdict or was unsuccessful. 
 
The CPS does not record a principal offence category for alleged offences considered at pre-
charge decision stage. To answer this element of your request would require the manual 
review of all pre-charge decisions where gender has been recorded. As set out in table one, 
this would involve over 300,000 pre-charge decisions.  
 
Section 12(1) of the FOIA provides that a public authority is not obliged to comply with a 
request for information if the authority estimates that the cost of complying with the request 
would exceed the appropriate limit. The appropriate limit is specified in the Freedom of 
Information and Data Protection (Appropriate Limit and Fees) Regulations 2004 and for central 
government is set at £600. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 3.5 
working days in determining whether the Department holds the information, and locating, 
retrieving and extracting the information.  
 
We believe that a manual search of all pre-charge decisions would exceed the appropriate 
limit. Consequently, the department is not obliged to comply with this element of your request 
in accordance with section 12(1) of the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 
 
Review  
 
If you are not satisfied with this response, you have the right to request an internal review. The 
handling of your request will be looked at by someone who was not responsible for the original 
case, and they will make an independent decision as to whether we responded to your request 
in accordance with the Act. 
 
If you would like to request a review, please write or send an email to the Information 
Management Unit within two months of the date of this letter, at the following address: 
 
Information Management Unit  
Communications Directorate  
Rose Court 
2 Southwark Bridge 
London 
SE1 9HS 
 
E-mail: FOI.Unit@cps.gsi.gov.uk  
 
If you remain dissatisfied after an internal review decision, you have the right to apply to the 
Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO is an independent regulator that has the 
power to direct us to respond to your request differently, if they consider that we have handled 
it incorrectly. However, please note that the ICO is likely to expect internal complaints 
procedures to have been exhausted before beginning his investigation. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
<Name redacted by J4MB> 
Information Management Unit 
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Crown Prosecution Service 
Tel: 020 3357 0899 
E-mail: FOI.Unit@cps.gsi.gov.uk  
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